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The children continue to improve in their swimming. Zachary, once petrified of
water as has been previous reported to the Court in my Affidavit dated July 8 , 1993
now swims (with flippers) continuous laps of the pool at the Lafayette Club where we
stay during our visits, a place which both children affectionately refer to as “home
away from home". Although Zachary is still reluctant to submerge his head totally in
water or jump from the pool edge, he confidently participates in swimming activities
with other family members, and more importantly, with his peers. Jennifer, a natural
in the water, cannon balls from the pools edge, swims the length of the pool unaided
with intermittent stops, and jumps from the diving board with assistance. According to
the children, it is important for this Grandmother to continue to partake and compete
against them in their swimming activities, and not just watch.

Health attitudes: In the opinion of this Grandmother and other family
members, the children’s general attitude about their own well being has changed
markedly over the past year. They are both more “alive”. Jennifer is happy and it is
reflected in her attitude, posture and smile. She has also informed this grandmother
that she has “out-grown her food allergies” and has assured me that she can eat
anything although she is still not permitted peanuts and “fish with fins”. Both children
confided that they knew “for a fact that they do not have sllergies to peanuts”. Jennifer
stated that she is tired of a restricted diet and will be very happy when she's able to eat
peanut butter sandwiches again because she loves them.

This Grandmother was surprised when it was brought to the Court's attention
on March 14, 1994 that Jennifer had “suffered some type of asthmatic problem"
reported during a recent visit with Holly. The Court should be aware of how Jennifer
came to described that incident to this Grandmother: Jennifer, after skiing on March
12, 1894, indicated that she had something in her throat. Upon further inquiry, Jennifer
stated that she believed it was a little heartburn from eating so much so quickly before
skiing. She assured me that it was nothing and stated that it “definitaly was not
allergies”. Jennifer felt that a frozen yogurt would cure it, which it did. In a causal
manner Jennifer mentioned that she had experience mild heartburn during a visit with
her mother Holly and further added that “it was really nothing” then went on to talk of
other things. The citing of the incident as “asthmatic” to the Court on March 14, 1994
may have been imprecise or misleading.

it is obvious that Jennifer is finally becoming her own person and more secure
within herself. For example, one year ago, Jennifer would stop a neighbor hood kick
ball game by uncontrollable outburst of emotion pretending an injury or actually
coming to tears when she did not successfully get to base. She solicited sympathy by
portraying herself as injured and heiplass often accusing other participants of playing
unfairly if she was “ thrown out”. Since that time Jennifer has come a long way and
relies less on manipulation to get her way. She is stronger both physically and
mentally which was evident during our recent ski adventure at Hyland Hills, Falling on
skis didn't phase her, although many of her falls ware whoppers. She displayed
fortitude and determination that she would succeed at the sport, which she did to my
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amazement.

Jennifer, aspires to be a veterinarian and zoo keeper. She belongs to Girl
Scouts and informed this Grandmother that in Chess Club her ranking is ninth out of
seventeen in competition. She is a good student and competes with Zachary for
attention in order to show off her excellent reading skills and her ability to do
multiplication homework. Jennifer is happy and she is a very busy gifl. Concerns
about her mother are far less obsessive than they were a year ago. There is no
question that Jennifer loves her mother and desires to see her more. However those
feelings have become less of a driving force. The driving force now appears to be
her “family”. According to Jennifer, family includes two brothers and twg sisters, her
mother, father and Rena and many grandparents and cousins and she considers
herself “lucky” to have so many family members. Although Jennifer has made
progress in developing more healthy attitudes, she still nesds time for such feslings to
solidify. From information gleaned from Court hearings, Holly has made little progress
in distinguishing her feelings from that of her children and the Court still requires
supervised visitation and that may be necessary for Jennifer's continued development.

Both children are physically fit. For example, Zachary reported that he was the
fastest runner of the mile in his school and that when timed, he was capable of
executing 78 situps in one minute. Zachary is sports minded, aspires to attend
coliege, become a professional athlete and a teacher of sports in the off season. He
is also a good student. After school during my latest visit, we sat in the Dairy Queen
eating Blizzards while Zachary proudly showed off his math skills by accurately
whizzing through his homework assignment on fractions. Zachary extracurricular
activities include playing the trumpet and he will participate in his first school concert

at the end of April and stated to this Grandmother how important it was to him that she
attend.

Family interactions: it is obvious that family relationships in the Collins’ home
have improved dramatically between the children and their father Mark and Rena.
Zachary and Jennifer are very proud of their home in Crystal, particularly the carpentry
work done by their father Mark “with their help”, and of the large summer garden
which they planted together. Affection in the home is displayed openly and
appropriately. For example, the chiidren initiate hugs and kisses when saying
goodbye to their father Mark, Rena and the twins and again upon gresting them after
being away on our overnight visits. The children call their father “Dad" instead of
‘Mark” as they did a year ago. Zachary and Jennifer desire to call their home
periodically to give an abbreviated and enthusiastically summary of our days activities
without encouragement and will often end the conversation with affectionate words
like “love you”. The children’s attitudes and beliefs are now more aligned with those
expressed by Mark and Rena. The children report that they like their new school
because “it serves hot lunches every day whereas their old school only offered hot
lunches twice a week”. They insisted on showing this Grandmother around the schoot”
and introducing her to their teachers. There is no doubt that the children are healthier
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and happier’ than they were a year ago, however this Grandmother still has concerns.

Holly is on a crusade. In her relentless quest to regain custody of her children,
she continues in subtle ways to undermine the relationship that the children are
developing with Mark. Zachary is most effected, and his actions at times mirror his
inability to handle the guilt and sympathy he feels for his mother. Holly needs to free
this boy so that he can be just a kid and not have to carry the weight of Holly’s
unhappiness.

This Grandmother was saddened to see so many well-intentioned men and
women wearing yellow tags in support of Holly in the Courtroom on March 14, 1994
.who have been so totally indoctrinated to Holly’s cause that they have lost sight as to
what is in the best interest of the children. It was disheartening that not one of Holly's
supporters advocated for the children’s rights to love freely both parents without guilt,
nor did any one of them advocate that Holly release her children from the damaging
effects caused by her relentless attempts to manipulate and control their lives. As so
appropriately stated by Guardian Ad Litem and author Brynne V. Rivlin in the
Dedication of his book Children Held Ho Dealing with _Programm n
Brainwashed Children, S. Clawar & B. V. Riviin. American Bar Association. Chicago ,
1991 :

“To the children who have dwelled in the
House of Broken Dreams:

e have been your students and now
hope that we may help others avoid your
pain. As you go forward into your own
lives, may you be free to love and to
Torgive those who may have desired
otherwise.”

Respectfully submitted,
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